Knights of Columbus –St Margaret Mary Council 9553

General Meeting – Tuesday March 20, 2007



· Meeting was called to order by Grand Knight Garry Thomas at 7:30 p.m.

· Warden’s report –Paul Stacey

· Lord’s Prayer, O Canada / Open Ode.

· Roll Call of Officers: Recorder- Rick Moore

	Chaplain – Father Philippe 
	Absent
	Grand Knight –Garry Thomas
	Present

	Deputy Grand Knight – Bruce Coughlan
	Present
	Chancellor – Don Benassi
	Present

	Warden – Paul Stacey
	Present
	Treasurer – Salvador Gulles
	Present

	Recorder – Rick Moore
	Present
	Advocate – Bob Chwalyk
	Present

	Inside Guard –Campbell McDonald
	Present
	Inside Guard – Angelo Venditti
	Present

	Outside Guard – Peter McAllister
	Present
	Outside Guard – Elio Beradi
	Absent

	Trustee 3 year- Fred Koops
	Absent
	Trustee 2 year – Rick Abanador
	Absent

	Trustee 1 year – Jim Hannam
	Present
	Financial Secretary –Hernando Lopez
	Present


Guest Speaker- Serra Club International- Dr. Harry Andry

Brother Andry is a member of the Serra Club that was established in 1934 to foster and support Vocations to the Priesthood and the religious life.  Serra Club was established by a Bishop and four Catholic men, naming the group after Father Serra of Mexico.  Father Serra joined the Franciscans in 1713 and devoted his life to the Missions throughout Mexico.  Today, there are thirty-one Serra groups in Canada, including one in Hamilton and one in Kitchener.  Serra Club International has 23,000 members on five continents with their executive office in Chicago.  The local Serra Club meets at the Cathedral of Christ the King to ‘Pray, Learn and Act’ under Chaplain Ian Duffy.  Membership is $150 annually.  The Serra Club has organized a fund raiser dinner at the Liuna Station on James Street on Thursday April 26 – seats are $50 per person. 

Grand Knights Report: Garry Thomas

· Meeting minutes from the February 20th, 2007 meeting were read, motion to carry by Brother Harry Andry, seconded by Brother Jim Hannam- Carried.

· A Golf Tournament is being planned on June 9, 2007 at Southern Pines- Green Fees are $65 each.

· ‘Children in Need” evening of Nibbles and Dibs is Friday March 30, 2007 at the Hamilton Filipino Community Center – 1275 King Street East– tickets $10 each.

· The Marriage Enrichment Committee sent a letter of thanks the Council 9553 for the donation.

· The Alfa Group has requested $100 towards their food program.  The request was declined after discussion due to duplication of the Good Shepherd program and limited funds- motion to decline by Brother Bruce Coughlan and seconded by Brother Vic Mattachini – carried.

· The Council 9553 Recruitment Drive has been delayed several times by other Parish activities.  Grand Knight Garry Thomas is communicating with Father Trusz to find a suitable opportunity after Easter.

· Brother Bill Sullivan will resign as editor of the ‘Crusader’ newsletter this summer.  Contact Grand Knight Garry Thomas if you are interested in being editor.

District Deputy Report: Brother John Stewart

· Our new membership quota is six new members in 2007- one to date in February. The membership blitz is in March – currently at 46% of the goal for new members.

· Founder’s Day is March 29th.  This year -2007 is the 125th anniversary of the Knights of Columbus order.

· Past Grand Knight’s dinner is at Council 1454 St. Eugene’s on April 14.  Brothers are encouraged to show their appreciation to PGK Mario Salvatore- tickets are $25 each.

· Each council must nominate the new executive in May.  The current members of the Executive are requested to inform the Grand Knight of their intentions for the upcoming year.

· Council 1769 is planning their annual retreat March 30, 31 and April 1.

· The 3rd Degree will be hosted by Holy Cross on March 25th  and another 3rd Degree at Oakville on May 6, 2007.  Please let the 3rd Degree committees know how many will be attending- in advance.

· The Knights of Columbus will host a Soccer Challenge from May to September 2007 for 10 to 14 year olds.

· Council 9553 received an invoice of $38.62 owing to State for supplies.

Financial Secretary Report:  Hernando Lopez

· The Council 9553 had 120 members in March 2007.  Forty two members have not paid their 2007 dues. Six members are 3 years in arrears, five members are 2 years in arrears and six members are one year in arrears.  The Financial Secretary drafted a letter to these members to be sent after their sponsors call them.  The District Deputy advised our Council do everything possible to get the members in good standing – possibly overlook the arrears if they pay the current 2007 fees.
Treasurer’s Report: Brother Salvador Gulles

· General Account - $ 1548.90

· Charity Account - $ 370.05

· Motion- By Brother Bruce Coughlan and seconded by Brother Campbell MacDonald to accept the Treasure’s and Financial Secretary reports -Carried.

No reports available from Trustees or Chaplain.

Deputy Grand Knights Report: Brother Bruce Coughlan

· The 3rd Degree will be hosted by Holy Cross on March 25th ,  this Sunday at 1:00 p.m.  All members are invited to attend.
Knights of Columbus Car Raffle: Brother Don Stacey

· The 2007 raffle will have seven vehicles, and twelve cash prizes with the draw May 20, 2007.

· Our council has 3500 tickets to sell and we have sold 70% of the tickets as of March 20.

· Tickets will be sold in the Narthex after Mass on April 14 / 15 weekend.  Brothers are requested to help.  Brother Don Stacey encouraged everyone to help, reminding the members that there is a lot of competition from other lotteries and fund raisers.

· Upcoming Ticket sales will be Fortino’s on Mall Road April 10 to April 15.

4th Degree Update: Brother Bob Chwalyk

· The 4th Degree is planning the annual Exemplification in Niagara Falls, Ontario in June.  New members will be required to purchase a Tuxedo.

New Business:

· The State Warden is organizing a Wheel Chair purchase program for 3rd World countries.  Each council is being asked to donate $100 annually towards the purchase of new wheel chairs.

· The 50th anniversary celebration of St. Margaret Mary School is being organized in 2007.

Unfinished Business:

· The round tables that are used in the school are in poor condition.  Brother Campbell MacDonald reports that 50% of the tables are unsafe and that the Knights should not use them in case they collapse.  The tables are owned by the Parish and plans are in the works to purchase new ones.

· The storage of the tables in the school kitchen will be discontinued due to limited space and safety. The Parish plans to provide a new storage location (no in the school) for the new tables.

Good of the order:

· Our Councils prayers are with Peter McAllister and his daughter in Toronto.

· Brother Robert Bautista’s father passed away last week.

· Brother John Sexton recently had surgery and the Brothers will remember him in their prayers.

Meeting Adjourned – 9:30 p.m.
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